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BLOAT IN PET LAMBS

This is one of the most common problems we are asked about each year when people are hand rearing 
lambs.  It is caused by gas producing bacteria in the abomasum (fourth stomach) and commonly kills lambs.  
A simple way to help prevent this problem is to feed milk replacer that has been fermented with yoghurt 
first.  For one or two lambs you can buy any probiotic yoghurt and mix with the milk at each feed. Or this is a 
fairly simple process to mix up larger amounts ; 

 Use a lidded container or bucket to store your milk in – use a container that holds twice the 
amount you are mixing up as it can expand.  

 Work out the amount of milk replacer you need to feed your number of lambs for 1 day (this
is usually about 1 litre per lamb per day). 

 Mix up your milk replacer using very warm water (hotter than you would normally feed to 
the lamb but not boiling hot).  This warmth helps the yoghurt to ferment quicker. 

 Add about 200ml of unsweetened acidophilus yoghurt per 1 litre of milk and whisk well.  
 Place container in your hot water cupboard – it will be ready to start feeding in about 6-12 

hours, so I recommend mixing it up the night before you want to start feeding it so it will be 
ready first thing in the morning.  

 When ready to feed your lamb, whisk the mixture and take out the amount needed for that 
feed – you may need to dilute with a little cold water if too thick to flow through the teat or 
cut a slightly larger hole in the teat end.  The mixture does not need to be warmed prior to 
feeding.

 Mix up a fresh amount of milk replacer equal to the volume you have just removed and 
whisk this into your container and put back in hot water cupboard so it will be ready for the 
next feed.

 The mixture can ferment a bit too much after several days and the lambs may become 
reluctant to drink it – to avoid this I use up all my fermented mixture on the 4 th day, wash 
out my container and start a new batch at the end of the day.

This fermented yoghurt mixture can be fed from around 5 days of age and should be fed cold.  

It is preferable to provide warm colostrum initially in the first 4 days of life.  If ewe colostrum isn’t 
available, our clinic has a supply of powdered cow colostrum as a substitute.  

In the first few days lambs will require 4-6 warm milk feeds per day slowly increasing the volume and
reducing the number of feeds.  Once feeding milk replacer follow the guidelines on the bag for 
number of feeds and volume per feed but never feed more than 500ml per feed even if the label 
recommends this.  Introduce lamb to solid feed (grass, hay, pellets) by 3 weeks of age.


